
BETWEEN FRIENDS

Donna and Cecil 
Dunagan announced 
the engagement of 
their daughter Beckie 
Caitlin Walsh to David 
Richard Euson.

Beckie is a 2006 
graduate of University 
City High School in San 
Diego. She graduated 
from Chapman College 
in 2010 with a BA in 
music education and music 
performance and currently 
lives in West Los Angeles. 

David is the son of Richard 
and Ann Euson and grandson 
of Amy Sherburn.  David is a 
2004 graduate of Crescenta 
Valley High School. In 2006, he 
graduated from Video Symphony 

in Burbank in film editing. He 
currently lives in Santa Monica.

A Sept. 29 wedding is planned 
in San Diego.
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Dear Phyllis,	
Out of the blue, I went to an 
open house over the weekend 
and really liked the home.  I 
phoned my Realtor® and 
told her I wanted to make 
an offer. She told me I can’t 
make an offer without a 
prequalification letter from a 
lender. 
It’s been a really long time 
since I have bought or sold a 
home, so maybe things have 
changed. It seems to me I 
should be able to make the offer 
at the same time I am talking 

with the bank. I really hate to 
miss out on this house.  
What is the normal procedure?
Clarification, Please

Dear Clarification,
As with most aspects of real 

estate, the answer depends 
on specifics. If the home is a 
bank foreclosure or short sale, 
the lender will not respond 
to offers without lender pre-
qualifications. 

If an attorney is involved 
due to a trust sale or probate, 
most likely a pre-qualification 

will be required before your 
offer is considered.  

Personally, I feel that offers 
submitted with preapprovals 
and evidence of down payment 
are taken much more 
seriously. Homebuyers who 
submit their offer with the 
appropriate accompanying 
paperwork are in a stronger 
negotiating position. 

If the home is a standard 
sale, it is up to the home seller 
(with the guidance of their 
real estate agent) to make 
the determination whether 

your offer will be responded 
to without a prequalification. 
If the home is a standard sale, 
you might try submitting your 
offer with evidence of your 
down payment and paycheck 
stubs. You might also include 
a cover letter explaining 
that you have contacted a 
lender and that the seller’s 
Realtor is encouraged to give 
them a call to verify your 
qualifications.

Lending guidelines 
continue to be very 
restrictive. I am sure you can 

understand a home seller’s 
reluctance in taking their 
home off the market for a 
buyer who may not be able to 
obtain financing. 

Good luck to you, and 
if this home doesn’t work 
out, continue with the 
prequalification process so 
that you don’t miss out on the 
next one.

Questions About Today’s Real Estate?
Ask Phyllis!

Do you really need a lender prequalification when submitting an offer? 

Phyllis Harb is a Realtor with 
Prudential California Realty. 

She may be contacted at 
(818) 790-7325 or by email 

AskPhyllis@RealtorHarb.com.

Engaged
Euson~Walsh 

Veterans Corner

By Andy GERO

Do you own a business? Are 
you starting a business? Are 
you looking for employment? 
Are you interested in hiring 
veterans? Do you need an odd 
job taken care of around the 
house, at the office or at the 
job site?

You may find this site 
helpful to all these needs: 
HirePatroits.com, which 
oversees projects in more 
than 45 states with the help 
of about 20 regional leaders 
across the country.

The mission is simple: 
Connect veterans with 
opportunities, and 

opportunities with veterans. 
If you have work that needs 
to be done – whether an odd 
job around the house or a 
part-time need in a small 
business – individuals and 
businesses are encouraged to 
post it at HirePatroits.com to 
help a local military veteran 
earn some extra money, said 
Mark Baird, who created 
the website in 2005 to serve 
Marines at Camp Pendleton.

Entrepreneurs and job 
seekers can post capability 
statements, resumes, 
pictures, logos and other 
information about themselves 
or their companies.

Reminder that Crescenta 
Valley American Legion Post 
288 holds monthly meetings 
on the first Wednesday of each 
month at 7:30 p.m. VFW Post 
1614 holds monthly meetings 

on the third Wednesday of 
each month at 6:30 p.m. 
Both meetings are held at 
4011 La Crescenta Ave. 
in La Crescenta.  	 A l l 
active military and veterans 
and families are welcome to 
attend. Membership is not 
required.

For information contact, 
Crescenta.vets@gmail.com or 
call (818) 541-1336.

Andy Gero is a life member 
of the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars (VFW) Post 1614 and 
the American Legion Post 288 
in La Crescenta. He can be 
reached at Veterans Corner 
by mail at 4011 La Crescenta 
Ave., La Crescenta, CA 91214; 
by email crescenta.vets@
gmail.com or phone (818) 541-
1336.

Excerpts reprinted from The 
American Legion magazine.

Help a Veteran 
Through Hire 
Patriots Site


